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GREETINGS, SCHOLARS!

I am excited to kick off your Scholars Academy experience!  The first book we will study 

together is The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot.  Published in 2010, 

this work of non-fiction integrates the investigation of a human interest story with the 

history and ethics of science, race, class, and gender.  
This book was carefully chosen for its accessibility, interest level, and interdisciplinary and philosophical connections.  There is mature content that deals with serious, real-life issues including marital infidelity and violence. However, it is an award-winning book that was named one of the best books of the year by over sixty organizations, including the Library Journal, Booklist, and the New York Times.  If you or a parent has any concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
You should buy your own copy of the text (available on Amazon and at booksellers) so that you can read and annotate the text.  We will continue our work with the book in the Honors Seminar I and in Honors Biology.  
Summer Work:  
PART I:
1.  Read and annotate The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot.  Annotations are your conversation with the book; see the back for more detailed information on how to annotate. 
2. Complete a dialectical journal of five quotes for each section.  See attached for more information on dialectical journals.  

PART II: 

1. Read another age-level appropriate book that speaks to your interests, fiction or non-fiction.  You need to be able to annotate this book and be prepared to show the annotations during the first week of class (margins or post-it notes).  There will be a project regarding your summer reading choice during the first weeks of our seminar.  
**ALL PARTS SHOULD BE COMPLETED BY AUGUST 16, 2018**
A Reader’s Guide to Annotation

“Marking and highlighting a text is like having a conversation with a book – it allows you to ask questions, comment on meaning, and mark events and passages you want to revisit. Annotating is a permanent record of your intellectual conversation with the text.”  

-Laying the foundation: A Resource and Planning Guide for Pre-AP English
As you work with your text, think about all the ways that you can connect with what you are reading. What follows are some suggestions that will help with annotating. 

· Begin to annotate. Use a pen, pencil, post-it notes, or a highlighter (although use it sparingly!). 
· Summarize important ideas in your own words. 

· Add examples from real life, other books, TV, movies, and so forth. 

· Define words that are new to you. 

· Mark passages that you find confusing with a ??? 

· Write questions that you might have for later discussion in class. 

· Comment on the actions or development of characters. 

· Comment on things that intrigue, impress, surprise, disturb, etc. 

· Note how the author uses language. A list of possible literary devices is attached. 

· Feel free to draw picture when a visual connection is appropriate 

· Explain the historical context or traditions/social customs used in the passage. 

· Plan on reading most passages, if not everything, twice. The first time, read for overall meaning and impressions. The second time, read more carefully. Mark ideas, new vocabulary, etc.  *For a novel, use this strategy for passages that are difficult to understand.  

~Suggested methods for marking a text: 

· Brackets: If several lines seem important, just draw a line down the margin and underline/highlight only the key phrases. 

· Asterisks: Place and asterisk next to an important passage; use two if it is really important. 

· Marginal Notes: Use the space in the margins to make comments, define words, ask questions, etc.

· Underline/highlight: Caution! Do not underline or highlight too much! You want to concentrate on the important elements, not entire pages (use brackets for that). 

· Use circles, boxes, triangles, squiggly lines, stars, etc.

· If you are a person who does not like to write in a book, you may want to invest in a supply of post it notes. 

· If you feel really creative, or are just super organized, you can even color code your annotations by using different color post-its, highlighters, or pens. 

DIALECTICAL JOURNALS
The double entry journal is a type of two-column note-taking. It helps readers construct meaning from a text, to make personal connections to what they read, and to write down the insights they gain from reading (what they have learned). This type of journal allows students to question, elaborate, make connections, evaluate, reflect upon, make predictions, analyze, and interpret what they have read.

Your objective is to:
1. Find key quotations, phrases, or passages that you think are interesting, important, or significant.

2. On the left side of the journal, copy the exact quotation, phrase, or passage and page number. You should have a minimum of 15 quotations and responses. Quotations may be one sentence or longer.

3. On the right side of the journal, respond in your own words to the text you have written on the left side of the journal. Your response might consist of personal connections, connections to other books you’ve read, questions that you have, etc. An analogy for this process is to see the left column functioning as a highlighter and the right column as the notes scribbled in the margin.

	QUOTE
	RESPONSE

	Quotations: write the copied passage, phrase or

quotation on this side of your journal entry.

Remember: These are key quotations, phrases, and

passages that you feel are significant or important, or

that compel you to question what you are reading.
	Analysis and Response: write your response to the reading on this side of the journal.

Responses are a minimum of 3 sentences. Your responses should take up a full half-page for EACH of your four pages of entries. Each response should demonstrate careful thought about the text.

Possible ways to begin a response:

• This passage reminds me of…

• I wonder if…

• This point is important because…

• This passage connects to my life because…



	SAMPLE QUOTE
	SAMPLE RESPONSE

	 Bobbette laughed.  “My mother-in-law’s Henrietta Lacks but I know you’re not talking about her—she’s been dead almost twenty-five years.”
    “Henrietta Lacks is your mother-in-law?” he asked, suddenly excited.  “Did she die of cervical cancer?”

    Bobbette stopped smiling and snapped, “How’d you know that?”

    “Those cells in my lab have to be hers,” he said.  “They’re from a black woman named Henrietta Lacks who died of cervical cancer at Hopkins in the fifties.”
    “What?!” Bobbette yelled, jumping up from her chair.  “What you mean you got her cells in your lab?” (p. 180)


	This passage characterizes a pivotal moment for two people: a researcher who has worked with HeLa cells for years, never knowing who the cells belonged to, and Bobbette, a member of Henrietta’s extended family who is shocked to learn that her mother-in-law’s cells are still alive and that those cells are famous in their own way.  It must feel very intrusive to have a stranger know personal family secrets without your knowledge.  The Lacks family has known so little about Henrietta, and here is an outsider who seems to know more than they do.  It also creates fear and anger for Bobbette, because if researchers have Henrietta’s cells, who’s to say that they couldn’t have other biological elements in their possession? 



SIGN AND RETURN BY JUNE 1!

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have received and understand the Scholars Academy summer assignments.  I will be prepared with all work completed and ready to turn in on August 16, 2018.  

PARENT SIGNATURE:_________________________________________________________

STUDENT SIGNATURE:_______________________________________________________

**Complete the Remind 101 signup on the reverse side!  I can check in with you and you can respond to me via Remind Chat or email at tiffany.dimatteo@yorkprepsc.org OR tndimatteo@gmail.com.  

Thanks!  I am looking forward to a GREAT year with you!

—Please feel free to use the space below to ask questions or offer any additional information to me.  —

“Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa.  She was a poor black tobacco farmer whose cells—taken without her knowledge in 1951—became one of the most important tools in medicine, vital for developing the polio vaccine, cloning, gene mapping, and more.  Henrietta’s cells have been bought and sold by the billions, yet she remains virtually unknown, and her family can’t afford health insurance.”








