AP English 12/DiMatteo

Visualizing Poetry

One of the primary literary devices used in poetry is imagery, particularly visual imagery.  There is, in fact, an entire genre of poetry called imagist poetry, which is dedicated to creating a single concrete image for the audience; William Carlos Williams and Ezra Pound are two well-known poets of this genre.  However, significant imagery can be found in even the most abstract poetry if it connects to the reader through tone (one of my favorites is “what of a much of a which of a wind” by e.e. cummings).  Your product for this assignment will show how well you can convey your interpretation of a poem visually.  
Your assignment:  

Choose a poem that conveys a specific tone and represents a significant visual image to you, then create the image based on that poem which convincingly conveys the tone.  The image can be created by hand, computer-generated, a photograph, or a collage, but you must have an integral part in the creation and/or formation of the image.  You will present both the poem and your image to the class, and you will explain how the image is significant to the meaning of the poem as a whole and how it connects to the tone (presentation time should be around 2 minutes).  For this assignment you are creating an image for someone else’s poem, so you may not write a poem and create the image.  Your image must be at least 8 by 10 inches in size (approximately the size of a sheet of paper) and the poem should be affixed to the back side of the image.  While I have used the word “image” in the singular, you may use multiple images in your visual as long as they contribute to a unified and coherent interpretation of the poem.  
Potential Sources:

The Bedford Introduction to Literature (any poem we haven’t covered  is eligible for this assignment)

http://www.poets.org
https://www.poets.org
http://www.ibiblio.org/dykki/poetry
http://www.poetryfoundation.org
http://poetry.eserver.org
http://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/p180-list.html
DUE:  THURSDAY, 4/27

Category
      4.5-5 points

4-4.5 points
         3.5-4 points

     3-3.5 points
              0-3 points
	Selection of Poem 

10 pts total
	Poem is deeply significant and offers a strong opportunity for a meaningful image
	Poem is significant and offers a good opportunity for a meaningful image
	Poem is plausibly significant and offers an adequate opportunity for a meaningful image
	Poem is questionably  significant and offers a limited opportunity for a meaningful image
	Poem is lacking significance and offers little opportunity for a meaningful image

	Generation of Image

10 pts total
	Indisputable evidence of st. involvement in creation and formation of image
	Strong evidence of st. involvement in creation and formation of image
	Adequate evidence of st. involvement in creation and formation of image
	Weak evidence of st. involvement in creation and formation of image
	Little-no evidence of st. involvement in creation and formation of image

	Connection to and Significance of Image
40 pts total
	Image presented has a clear and powerful connection to the poem’s significance
	Image presented has a good connection to the poem’s significance
	Image presented has a competent connection to the poem’s significance
	Image presented has a clear and powerful connection to the poem’s significance
	Image presented has a clear and powerful connection to the poem’s significance

	Conveyance of Tone in Poem and Image
20 pts total
	The visual produced compellingly evokes the tone of the poem
	The visual produced evokes the tone of the poem
	The visual produced alludes to the tone of the poem
	The visual produced has a weak connection to the tone of the poem
	The visual produced has little to no connection to the tone of the poem

	Student Presentation of Poem and Image
20 pts total
	Student expresses a deep understanding of the poem and connection to image; speaks with confidence
	Student expresses a good understanding of the poem and connection to image; generally speaks with confidence
	Student expresses a fair understanding of the poem and a connection to image; speaks with some confidence
	Student expresses a poor understanding of the poem and connection to image; speaks with little confidence
	Student expresses a no  understanding of the poem or the connection to image; speaks with no confidence


