A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce
Reading log requirements

Themes and symbols to trace:

· Voice, attention to words and language

· Allusions (biblical, cultural)

· Birds

· Religion

· Community and culture

· Family 

· Identity

· Alienation/separation

· Imagery

Reader’s journals = dialectical analysis

Chapter.section: number of quotes

I.1-2: 10 

I.3-4: 10

II.1-2: 6

II.3-5: 10

III: 10

IV: 10

V: 10

QUOTE					ANALYSIS





He kept on the fringe of his line, out 


of sight of his prefect, out of the reach 


of the rude feet, feigning to run now 


and then.  He felt his body small and 


weak amid the throng of players and 


his eyes were weak and watery.  Rody


 Kichkham was not like that: he would


 be captain of the third line all the 


fellows said.  (4)





This is the beginning of section 2 from the first part of the novel; Stephen is a little older, but still a child (around 6 or 7).  He’s away at Clongowes, a boarding school, and he seems very young and small.  He’s playing rugby with the other boys, but he doesn’t want to be there because he keeps to the edges of the field and he feigns running.  He describes the other boys’ feet as “rude,” which is an interesting word choice.  Normally a person’s actions or personality might be described as rude, but not a particular part like feet.  It seems to reinforce how uncomfortable he is, as do the adjectives “small,” “watery,” and “weak,” which gets repeated twice: for his body and his eyes specifically.  He also unfavorably compares himself to an older, larger boy, which shows how self-concious and self-aware Stephen is, even at such a young age.  How sad it would be to be far from home and feel so isolated, weak, and small as such a young child.  It’s easy to see why this would be a formative experience in his life.  








