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Huck Finn handout, ch. 1-9

Ch.1
1.  Summarize what happened in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.

2.  How does Huck feel about the widow?

3.  What is the impact of Huck’s first person narration on the novel?

Ch. 2

4.  Explain the significance of the interlude about Jim’s superstition.

5.  What is Twain’s social statement regarding the purpose of the gang?

Ch. 3

6.  How is Miss Watson presented as a foil to the widow?

7.  How is Tom presented as a foil to Huck?

Ch. 4

8.  What inspires Huck’s plea to the judge?  What do you infer is happening?

9.  What is the significance of Jim’s interaction with the hairball?

Ch. 5

10.  What was your reaction to Huck’s father, Pap?  How does Huck deal with him?

11.  What do you think Twain is saying in the judge’s attempt to clean up Pap?  

Ch. 6

12.  What is Twain’s comment on the legal process surrounding Pap?

13.  Why does Pap ‘kidnap’ Huck?  What’s Huck’s only real complaint?

Ch. 7

14.  How is Huck’s creativity displayed in this chapter?

15.  Do you think his plan will work?  Why or why not?

Ch. 8

16.  Does Huck’s opinion of religion change in this chapter based on the episode with the bread?  Why?

17.  What is Huck’s reaction to finding Jim?  Why is Jim on the island?  
18.  What is your reaction to Jim knowing his worth?  What are your thoughts on the impact of that on a person?

Ch. 9

19.  What kind of relationship do Jim and Huck have as revealed in this chapter?  
20.  What is significant about finding the dead man?  
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Huck Finn handout, ch. 10-19
Study Guide:  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
For each chapter, choose two quotes and respond to a literary device (characterization, plot structure, imagery, symbolism, etc.).  Additionally, respond to the following questions in complete sentences for each chapter.

Ch. 10

21. What does Huck learn as a result of the snake incident?  What effect do you think it will have on his superstitious beliefs?
22. Why does Huck dress up like a girl?

Ch. 11

23.  How is Pap going to get Huck’s money?
24.  What reasons does Mrs. Loftus cite for knowing Huck wasn’t a girl?  
25.  Louisa May Alcott, author of Little Women, condemned Huck’s character as being unsuitable for young readers.       Do you see any evidence for her contention in this chapter?  Do you agree or disagree?  

Ch. 12

26. Why is Huck so compelled to explore the shipwreck?  Would you have gone with him?  Why or why not?
27. Who are the other men on the boat and why are they there?
Ch. 13

28. How do Huck and Jim get the skiff?  

29. Do a brief internet search on Sir Walter Scott.  What statement is Twain making by naming the shipwreck after a Scottish Romantic writer?

30. Why does Huck create a tale for the ferryboat watchman to go back to the shipwreck?  What does it say about Huck’s conscience?

Ch. 14

31. How does Huck give Jim a backhanded compliment in the first paragraph? 

32. Why does Huck give up on his argument with Jim?  Do you agree with Huck’s reasoning, or do you think he’s providing an excuse?     

Ch. 15

33. How does Huck feel when he gets separated from Jim?  How does he show it?
34. How does this chapter show Huck’s struggle with the contrasting social and individual views of Jim?  

Ch. 16
35.  Considering the relationship that has developed between Huck and Jim, why does Huck have such a strong reaction to Jim’s near-freedom?  What is truly causing Huck’s conscience to react in such a way?

36.  What instances of bad luck lead Huck to think the snakeskin is still affecting them?  

Ch. 17

37.  Describe the Grangerfords in appearance, personality, and status.  Why would Twain choose them for Huck to   

       stumble upon?  
38.  Do you see any significance in the Grangerford’s son being named Buck?  What might it be (think  

       comparatively)?

Ch. 18

39.  Twain satirizes the Southern aristocracy in this chapter.  What comment do you think he’s making?    

40.  How do Huck and Jim meet up again?  
